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between 50 and 700 fathoms wrest of the coasts of Donegal, Mayo, and Kerry ; in 
latitude 51o 23' N. and long, n? 38' W. at 468 fms., 27.25 per cent of the stones 
dredged up consisted of these materials ; 20 per cent, seems an ordinary figure 
for this southern region ; and it must be remembered that a larger amount of chalk 
must have been lost by comminution and solution than has been the case with the 
associated 
crystaline rocks and sandstones. The study of the Porcupine Bank, 
which is now 100 fms. below water, shows that the rolled material in the Atlantic 
probably accumulated on land during an epoch of denudation, and then became 
submerged. We are here dealing with a sea-floor that was once part of a larger 
Ireland. May not the chalk have been deposited across the present Irish area ? 
A. J. Jukes-Browne, in his Building of the British Isles (p. 333, 1911), believes 
that the late cretaceous sea 
" 
extended continuously out into the Atlantic [across 
the central area] and round the west of Ireland." 
E. Greenly discusses, in his fine Geology of Anglesey (Mem. Geol. Surv. Gt. 
Britain, 1919) the mass of chalk that must have existed down to comparatively 
recent times in the basin of the Irish Sea, and he traces lost cretaceous strata east 
ward across the heights of Snowdon. Even if a bulge of higher ground rose in the 
" 
Caledonian 
" 
country of Cavan and Longford, we may judge from the present 
position of the chalk in the county of Antrim that the land of Louth lay beneath 
the cretaceous sea. What, moreover, was the nature of the cover beneath which 
the crystalline igneous rocks, of oligoc?ne age, consolidated in the Carlingford region 
and in Mourne ? Probably any surface manifestations of the subterranean activity, 
any upwelling of molten matter broke here, as in the north, through a country of 
undulating downs. 
Huge blocks of chalk have been imported into Aberdeenshire from the North 
Sea area. The abundance of flint implements in Norway has suggested there also 
a former extension of chalk, connected, no doubt, with that still seen in Denmark. 
The immense acreage of this soft foraminiferal limestone that has been lost in England 
is at once apparent from a study of the geological map north-westward from the 
Chiltern Hills. It is a quaint reflection that in all probability the features of the 
Salisbury plateau at one time concealed the older structure of the count}7 of Louth, 
and that this structure, through Cainozcic denudation, has once more come to 
light. But for the extensive weathering, in our soft Atlantic climate, the port of 
Dundalk might have resembled that of Dover, and the wool from high sheep-pastures 
might have sustained the reputation of Ardee. 
PROLEEK CROMLECK. 
The element of daring embodied in the construction of a dolmen is nowhere 
displayed more finely than in the superb example at Ballymascanlan in the County 
of Louth. If the primitive type reminded the builders of a house, and by thinking 
backward, of a cave, design has here progressed some way towards an artist's dream 
of a cathedral.?From 
" 
Ireland the Outpost," by Grenville A. J Cole, f.r.s., 
m.R.i.a. 
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